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TABLES COVPANT, INCORPORATED 
TINT TOTS CONICS, INCORPORATED 
225 Lafayette Street 
Hew York, Hew York 
S EDIT I OK 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


April 29, 1952 
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%t 



Department of the Army, has advised that since 
!nJS December 1951 the Assistant Chief of Staff, 9*2, Intelligence, 
[OfK ha& received comic books from various commands throughout the 
United States and overseas. These comic books have been 
published at 350 fifth Avenue , 

Lafayette Street, Hew York Cii 1 
Vi in i "* — 


published at 350 Fifth Avenue, HewSfork City and at 225 
fayette Street, Hew York CityJyoTou will observe that your 
vest i gat ion captioned fn UapfComto Bosk Published By Hews* 



stand Publishers, Incorporated, 350 Fifth Avenue, Hew York, 

Hew York, Sedition, n your file 14*363, has previously furnished 
information concerning conic books published at 350 Fifth 
Avenue and the persons responsible for them . ul. 

0*2 hae advised that a review of the contents of these 
comic books reveals that some of the material is detrimental 
to the morale of combat soldiers and emphasises the horrors, 
hardships and futility of war . These comic books portray the 
seemingly needless sacrifices due to blunders on the part of 
officers and demonstrate the lack of protection to the United 
States forces against the trickery of the enemy . 9*2 considers 

o5§^t/iea* publications subversive because they tend to discredit 
\ oo army and undermine tr cod morale by presenting a picture of 

^ *5 the inevitability of personal disaster in combat. 

b /v ; 

"* With respect to the conic books published at 225 

Lafayette Street, Hew York City, 9*2 advises it has observed 
the following comic books reportedly published- th^ret (&)& ) 

Y (l) ,r Two~Ft eted Tales " published h\p : J$T&es 

J Publishing Company, Incorporated' 2$3 Lafayette 

Street, New fork City. (Z](^(y) ^ 

»i»ne (2) ,f j frontline Combat fr published fyy zTii# Tots 

Comics, Incorporated, 225 Lafayette Strwit, 

Hew York City * 
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Survey Kurtmman is listed as the editor of both of 
these publi cations and the names of William M* Gaines and 
I I are also mentioned as affiliated witi 

publications 




It requested that you institute an immediate 
investigation to ascertain the names of the incorporators 
and officers of Tables Company , Incorporated and Tiny Tots 
Comtes , Incorporated , WSS Lafayette Street , New York City, 
and the persons direotly responsible for the publication and 
distribution of the oomic boohs together with background inf or* 
nation which might be of assistance in determining the true 
purposes of the publications . It is also requested that an 
effort be made to determine the method of distributing the 
publications, whether they are sold at newsstands, by 
subscription or are sent free of charge without any request 
therefor on the part of the recipients • It is also desired 
that you furnish information concerning the dissemination of 
these publications and advise whether an effort is made to 
reach any certain class of persons by this dissemination 
such aa those having obligations under the Universal Military 
Training and Service Act or members of the Armeu Forces* If 
you receive information that any members of the Armed Forces 
have received copies of these conic books it is requested 
that you furnish the names, addresses and military status of 
such persons » [ 7 O 


The Bureau has not previously received copies of the 
comic books published at 225 Lafayette Street, New York City, 
and if possible two copies of these publications should be 
obtained and forwarded to the Bureau • Upon the completion 
of your investigation the facts concerning the dissemination 
of these comic books will be presented to the Department of 
justice for its opinion concerning possible violation of the 
Sedition Statutes • (Zi) 
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Assistant Attorney General Jam** M* Me Inorney 
Criminal Division 


April 89, 1968 
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FABLES COMPANY, INCORPORATED 
TINT TOTS COMICS , INCORPORATED 
886 Lafayette Street q^s 

New York, New York uJ*toz 

SEDITION l&ZW'i 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 




Reference ie made to your memorandum of January 14, 
1852, entitled * 'Man, 1 Comic Book Publ tohed by Newsstand 
Publioaiione, Incorporated, 360 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, New 
York, Sedttton, Internal Security - C,** pour reference 146- 
39-ntm, DM. 

0-8, Department of the Army, has advised that oince 
December 1951 the Aeeistant Chief of Staff, 08, Intelligence, 
hao received comic books from various commando throughout tho 
United States and overseas* These comic books have been 
published at 350 Fifth Avenue and 335 Lafayette Street, New 
York City « You will observe that those published at 350 
Fifth Avenue, New York City, are the comic books concerned in 
tho referenced investigation * Vtth respect to the comic books 
publtohed at 235 Lafayette Street, New York City, 0-8 advises 
t hat it has observed the following comic books reportedly 
published there ‘ 


* 


-4 


true a the fc 


(1) tf Two-Fisted Tales** published by Fables 
Publishing Company, Incorporated, 835 Lafayette 
Street, New York City * 

(3) **Frontltne Combat ** published by Tiny Tots 
Comics, tocorporated, 335 Lafayette Street^ u 
New York City, (fej ~ 50 


t < 


b7C 

[0lfo> _ 

■JiCti'i * 


m 

ft ^ 

Purvey Kurtsmn is listed as tho editor^ of %oth 
of those pu blications and the names of Tilliam M* Gaines ~ckd 
I [ are also mentioned as affiliated pftA the2& ■§ 

pucaicazions* bt)(*\<i\ , l gj 
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of the content 
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0-3, Department of the Army, haokddyioed that a Review 
these comic books revoousH 
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material is detrimental to wral# ft combat soldier* and 
emphasised the horrors, hards htps and futility of mr * These 
comic boohs portray the seemingly needless saeri floes due to 
blunders on the part of of fi cere and demonstrate the laoh .of 
protection to the United States foroee against the trickery 
of the enemy * 0-2 considers these publications subversive 

because they tend to discredit the army and undermine troop 
morale by presenting a picture of the inevitability of pereonal 
dieaeter in combat* 

An investigation is being instituted to ascertain 
the namee of the incorporates and officers of the Tables 
Company, Incorporated and Tiny Tots Comtes, Incorporated, mid 
the persons responsible for the publication and distribution 
of these eonic boohs along ths linos suggested in tft* referenced 
memorandum* Ton will be furntshsd the results of this investi- 
gation as soon as available* (li) 
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April 29, 1952 \j . 
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yleeieiant Chief of Staff, C~2 • ^ 
Department of the Amy 
The Pentagon 
Washington 25, D* C • 

Attention: Chief, Security Division 
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John Edgar Hoover, Director 
federal Bureau of Investigation 
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T Ref erence is made to your memorandum of April P, 

2952. concerning conic fcoolr# considered possibly subversive 
which are reportedly published ct 350 fifth AllfW W Tork 

City, and 225 Lafayette Street, Hem fork CttuAwtfr your 
ittfomation the reports of Special A cent I I b/C 

of this Bureau, made at New Tork, New Tork, dated January 
29, 1952, and Tebruary 8, 1952, entitled ’"Van, * Comic Soak 
Published bv Newsstand Publications, Incorporated, 350 fifth 
" Avenue , New Tork 1, New Tork, Sedition, Internal Security - 
C,* which were furnished to your office on April 8, 1952, 
contained information concerning the comic books published at 
350 fifth Avenue, New Tork City. These reports reflect that 

| are the officers of the publications 
p^bTTsKeT^aFTKra^o^ress* The facts concerning the publi- 
cation and distribution of these comic books are under 
consideration by the Department of Justice to determine if 
they involve a violation of the Sedition ££at u^e*j?[ v/ 

Investigation is being instituted concerning fables 
Company, Incorporated and Tiny Tots Comics, Jpg^rpdrated, 

225 Lafayette Street, New York, New York, mentioned in your 
referenced letter to determine the nature of thee e^publi cat ions 
and the persona responsible for them* Tou leill b&zfurnished 
the results of this investigation nften available • j 

1 • 93 ■ ' 2 ' 

u - ,u ‘ r Bran nfiM ii wrist, 1 
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throughout the United States and overseas* Some of these comic L 
books have been published at 225 Lafayette Street, New York City. 

Confidential Inf ormant | l advised that a review of the ^2 

contents of these comic books reveals that some of the material 
is detrimental to the morale of the combat soldiers and emphasizes 
the horrors, hardships and futility of war. These comic books 
portray the seemingly needless sacrifices due to blunders on 
the part of officers and demonstrate the lack of protection to 
the Uni ted States forces against the trickery of the enemy* 

I I cons iders these publications subversive because they tend 

to discredit the Army and undermine troop morale by presenting % 

a picture of the inevitability of personal disaster In combat. PmXj ) 


Confidential Informant ! l advised that the following g2 
comic books have been published at 225 Lafayette Street, New York 

City: (jgfc) { 

i "Two-Fisted T^les" published by Fables Publishing Company^ 

j "Frontline Combat" published by Tiny Tots, Inc*OJ^(o^ 

On May 12, Confidential Informant ) | of known b2 

reliability, made available the following information from b7D 

an application for a second class mail permit dated July 27, 

1950: (l0 

This application reflected that the former title of 
the publication "Two-Fisted Tales" was "Haunt of Fear". The 
title of this application was cnanged on July 27, 1950 to Its 
present caption* "Two-Fisted Tales" is printed bimonthly and 
published by thfe Fables Publishing Company, Inc., 225 Lafayette 
qtrfiftt. i\lftw Yn+V Cl tv. The si gnatnre on this application was 
that of | U /a) b7c 

From a similar type of application dated August 22, 

1950 It reflected that "Two-Fisted Tales", a bimonthly publication 
published by the Fables Publishing Company, Inc., 225 Lafayette 
Street, Hew York City, has the following owners and principal 
stockholders : 


(ti.) blC 
Tits (ct) 


wTjr-'f ' '^irits hJL) 

This publication printed 352,000 copies of VojTume 1, 
#18, issue dated November-December, 1950. The application 
reflected that 350,000 copies were consigned to news agents 
at cents. .. 

ccw^orqiy 
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In a letter dated August 21, 19 50, th» jtfreader Mews 
CnmnBny Inc, , national distributor of magazines ,114 E J as 6 I 4 7 th 
Street, New Tork City, confirmed^*! agreement to purchase 350,000 
copies of the November-De cembt\r/l950 issue of "Two-Fisted Tales". 
This letter was signed by| I Mine 


On May 12, 1952, Confidential Informant] [made available 

the following information from an application for a second class 
nail permit dated February 27 , 1951* ) 

The comic book "Frontline Combat", published by Tiny 
Tots Comics, Inc., 225 Lafayette Street, York City, sets 

out as owners and principal stockholders Vne following: («0 


J. K. CAINES 
WILLIAM M . GAINES 
ELAINE B. GAINES 


/*■ 


This publication printed 351, 0C0 copies of Volume 1, 
#1, July-August, 1951 issue. The application reflects that 
350,000 copies of this publication were consigned to news agents 
at Sk cents. 

In a letter dated February 5, 1951 the Leader News 
Company, Inc., national distributor of magazines, 114 East 1*7 th 
Street, New York City, confirmed agreement to purchase 350,000 
copies of "Frontline Combat"-/ «#I dated July-Augu st.. 1951. This 
letter was signed by l l (U-) b 

A review of these (publications reflects that WILLIAM 
M. GAINES is Managing Editor and HARVEY KURTZMAN is Editor. f«) 

Confidential Informant! |of known reliability, b2 

furnished the following information on the Fables Publishing b7D 
Company, Inc. and Tiny Tots Comics, Inc., both of 225 Lafayetd- 
Street, New York City: W 

The above corporations were reported to have been 
chartered under New York laws since March, 1942* The present 
officers were elected in September, 1947, after the death of 
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MAX GAINES, former President and Treasurer, and include: 
JESSIE P. GAINES, President and Treasurer 
WILLIAM M. GAInES, Vice-President \ ») 

ELAINE B. GAINES, Secretary 


The present office 
of the former President, 

Confident 



are a members of the family 
}ATNSS 


.ntl l advl sed that f 


b2 

b7C 

b'7D 


(m) 


Confidential Informant I " stated that WILLIAM M. GAINES 
fc> 2 was b orn i n 1922 in the United States. He had assisted his father, 
b 7 D the former MAX GAINES, in this line of business. ( / 


b2 

b7C 

b7D 


Confidential Informant! ~\advised that I 


m 


Confidential Informant ! I stated that the. present 
b;2 officers of these publications also hold similar positions in 
b7D the following corporations: (Jlj 

[ Q C. Publishihg Company, Inc. Ul>) 

^^Educational Comics, Inc. [Tl) 

Botn are located at 22$ Lafayette Street, New York City foi) 


The following information was obtained from^the issue 
of "Two-Fisted Tales", Volume 1, #28, July-August, 1952: (Jt) 


It reflected that HARVEY KURT Zi IAN was born in New York 
City on October 3, 1924* ile attended the High School of Music * 
and Art and Cooper Uyiion for two years. It also stated that 


- 4 - - 


3 **. “»*•*' /„ ■* 


wajfcBirwfe 


NY ll|- 366 



4L~ />' \ i'V 


KTJRTZMAN was in the United States Army^ This publication also 
notes that KURTZMAN 1 S wife is_ADSL£ < flSd that they presently 
reside at 1151 Broadway, New ^TorET'Clty. <#■) 

The New York indices reflected no information on 
the following: (JjJ) 



(&) 


Two copies each of the comic books “Two-listed Tales", 
July-August, 1952 issue, and "Frontline Combat", July-August, 1952 
issue, are enclosed for the Bureau. (2i) 

ENCLOSURES TO BUREAU (h) 

Two photostatic copies of the comic book "Two-Fisted Tales", 
published by Fables Company, Inc., July-August, 1952 issue, 
Volume 1, #28*. (&) 

Two photostatic copies of the comic book "Frontline Combat", 
published by Tiny Tots Comics, Inc., July-August, 1952 
issue , Volume 1, #7* m ’ " 


PENDING 
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furnished 


b2 
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0-2 


4 / 29/52 


Department of 
Army, Washington, 

D. C. 
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S/12/52 


[ 


] General 


Post Office, 
New York City 


b2 

b7D 


S/17/51 


LEADS 


4/29/5^ 


5/12/52 


Director, 

FBI 


b7C 

sAr n 
i i 


5/15/52 saJ 
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File 

number 

where 

located 


l4-366-l(^ 


NY 14-366 


] NY 14-366) 


NEW YORK 

At New York, New York 

Will develop all available background information on 
the Individuals connected with these publications, ( tl ) 

Will discreetly determine the method of distribution 
of these publications from the Leader News Company, national 
distributor o f ' magazines, lllj Last 4?th Street 9 New York City, (to) 


REFERENCE 


Bureau Letter to New York, 4/29/52 oo 


* 
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Assist ant Attorney General James K* HoXnernay 

Criminal Division June 16, 1952 

n,<l40 

yaoj.es company, incorporated * 

Tiny lots, Incorporated 
225 Lafayette Street 
lev York, New York 

SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY * 0 


Reference Is mode to my memorandum of April 29, 
1952, concerning the comic books emanating from 225 Lafayette 
Street, New York City, 

There is ena looed one copy of the Investigative 
report of Special A&ent l I dated June 4# 1952, b 

at New York, New York# Also enclosed are one copy of the 
July-August 1952 Issue of "Two-Fisted Tales 11 and one copy 
of the July-August Issue of "Front lino Combat • n 

Additional Investigation is being conducted to 
develop available background Information concerning the 
Individuals connected with these publications and to deter- 
mine the method of distribution of the publications by 
the Leader News Company, national distributors of magazines, 
114 East 47 tb Street, New York City# You will be furnished 
the results of this additional investigation as soon as 
available* 



m * 
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Date! June 18, 1952 

Tot Assistant Chief of Staff, G~2 

Department of the Army 
The Pentagon 
Washington 25, D* C* 


Attention! Chief, Security Division 


Fromj John Ed~ar Hoover, Director 

Fed*'" ; Bureau of Investigation 

. £ 

Subject t I let al b /c 

-^rtua Company, incorpor ated 
— >oC* iny Tots, Incorporated 
^S£25 Lafayette street 
Hew York, Hew fork 




f 


S rDXTIOB 

IHTEBtlAL SECUSITX - C 


tj 



Reference la made to your memorandum of April 6, 
1952, captioned "Comic Books Considered Feasibly Subversive* /v 
and my memorandum of April 29, 1952, captioned "Comic Books fj 
Considered Possibly Subversive, Information Concerning#" ^ 


U4d__ 

Iwlaont 

Cl«gg 

eisvxti 

tarvo 

tftMll 

Ittcy 

teuChlln 


Ihere Is encl osed one copy of the investigative 

] dated JUiie i*., 1952, b 


report of Special Agent \ 
at Hew fork, lew fork, reflecting 
ducted to date concerning the 


the investigation con* 
comic books * two-FIs ted Tales* 
and "Frontline Combat* published at 225 Lafayette -Street, 
Hew fork City* Additional Investigation is being conducted 
and you will be furnished the results thereof as 
available# 
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ROUTING SUP 


FD-4 
( 2-1 7 ) 


Memo To: Director, FBI 

SAC (100*383747) 

ASAC 

Supervisor 

Agent 

Steno 

C 1 er k 

„Chief Clerk 


Title : 


ET AL 


SEDITION: IS-C 


„Chief Clerk NY File No, 114--366 __ 

ALL INFORMAtFON" CWA lNlD 
ACTION DESIRED HEREIN IS ^UNCLASSI^lED^^^ 

ffca 

Assign to Open Case#>^fj/ ^ 

Acknowledge Prepare assignment, cards 

Bring File Prepare Tickler 7"' 

Call Me Reassign to 

See Me Recharge serials 

- Correct Search and Return ^ 

Delinquent Send serials 

, Expedite to 

File Submit new charge-out 

Leads need attention Submit report by 

Type 

Return Serials 

Unde veloped leads in your d istrict awaiting attention. 

Herep SA l 1 8/28/52, New York, in 

the above-captioned matter. b7r 

Reference is made to pages 1, 2, and 3 of rerep 
wherein records of the Selective Service System 
were inadvertently set out without the benefit of 
a T symbol. Attached are five copies of amended 
report. It is requested that they be inserted in 
the Bureau file. The New York Office h^s changed 
its copies of rerep accordingly*/^/? / K 


ACTION DESIRED 


Assign to 

Acknowledge 

Bring File 

Call Me 

See Me 

Correct 

Delinquent 

Expedite 

File 

Leads need attention 


few York Office h^s changed 

;° r dingl yx ^/^ 

B.A.C. LELANDV. BOARDMAN ^ 


Encs. (5) Office New York 

WWP:EJC 

(In intra office use return this with notation a 
taken or explanation.) 


mic 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. l 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


SECURITY INFORMATION - 
NEW,- YORK 



synopsis ok* 


/ J 

v ' 


e * ii 1 / 

1 


/t Confidential Informant advises that 
^ Leader News Co., NYC, distributee 
* subject comic books directly to news 
dealers throughout the US, Honolulu 
and the Philippine Islands in bulk. 

\\ Jfe stated there is no personal 
V ^/mailing list or subscription list 
A emanating from the Leader News Co. 
sa a \\A 11 writing, editing and art work is 
A $one at subject firm's offices at 
2%5 Lafayette St . and the prparting 
is\completed at the Clomeni^Co . , 
Buffalo, N ew York. SelWlTl ve Service 
| recofys of | T set forth. 

No record at Selective Service for 
I sub jec ^WILLIAM M^gOATNqSi No record 

for sub j^cts"at BSS I , BCfeor NVCPD . 

/C Credit Bureau records reflect I I 


I Board o f 
Elections records on subie cti 
reflect no registration at I l 

I Confidential Informants 
familiar with communist activity in 
NYC advised subjects are unknown to 
them, (tb)/ \ .. 

v V \ DECLASSIFIED $rj& 
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PROPERTY OF FBI — THIS CONFlMNTIAL REPORT AMO ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU JHE FBI AND ARF NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUT? 

agency to which loaned. 'SECURITY 
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DETAILS: Confidential Informant ! | of unknown relia- 

bility, advised that the Leader News Company, 

114 East 47th Street, New York City, is the 
b2 distributor of "Two-Fisted Tales" and "Frontline 

b 7 D Combat", comic books published by Educational 

Comics at 225 Lafayette Street, New York City. 


stated that the writing, editing and art work Is done at 


225 Lafayette Street, A copy Is then forwarded to the 
Clement Company, Buffalo, New York, which prints the books, (ic) 


I | further advised that the books are distributed 
by Leader News Company to all news dealers in the United 
States and also to Honolulu and the Philippine Islands in bulk b2 
lots. The books are sold on consignment and t hose that are b7D 
not sold are returned to Leader News Company. | |stated that 
these books are best sellers and very few of them are returned. 

The Informant further advised that the Leader News Company 
does not handle any personal subscriptions and, if this Is 
done, it Is handled through 225 Lafayette Street. 

The Informant stated that about 300,000 copies are 
handled each month for each comic book and added wiat a^new 
book entitled "Mad" is due to come out in SeptembeJ^^fffth a 
printing of 400,000 copies. J 

The Informant state d that WILLIAM GAINE& is the 
owner of Educational Comi cs and I I (whose tmip name 

the Informant believes is | | is tne general Manager. {U) bvc 
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The records of the Selective Service System 
failed to reflect any record for subject WILLIAM M. GAINES. 

The records of the Bureau of Special Services and 
Investigation, Bureau of Criminal Identificati on anri 
York City Police Department, as reviewed by SA| I 

| reflected no record for the subjects. \j]Q l b /C 

Records of .the Board of Elections . City of Ne w 
York. Borough of Manhattan, as r evlewed\b-y st?I 
I rg»f i g»r»toH no record for 
New York City. (76/ 


\ V\ Re c o r ds of 

\j as reviewed by SE | 

dated December 14. 195! 


e report 


’eau dj f Greater New York, 
reflect that in a report 


No further information was listed in 


Confidential Informants! 
all of known reliability, who Sre" 


Lar with 


« , */ 7 J. wuidi -L. 4. 

Communist activities in the New York City area, advised that b/ 
the subjects were unknown to them. ('LL) 
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INFORMANTS 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Identity 
of Source 


Date of Activity Agent to File No. 

and/or Description Date Whom and 

of Information Received Furnished Location 



NYC. 






LEAD 

NEW YORK 


8/22/52 



8/22/52 


At New York. New York 



Instant 

report 


6/19/52 

6/19/5^ 

Instant 

report 

6/19/52 

6/19/52 

Instant 

report 

6/19/52 

6/19/52 

Instant 

report 

6/19/52 

6/19/52 

Instant 

report 

6/19/52 

6/19/52 

Instant 

report 


Will continue to develop all available background 
information on the individuals connected with subject publi- 
cations . 
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Assistant Attorney General Charles 5* Murray 

Criminal Division September 16, 1959 


Director, FBI 
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I et al. M 

FABLES COMPACT, INC 
QTIN7 TOTS , INC . 

255 Lafayette Street 
New York, Vow York 
SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - CJ 

ftECdRDED - 9 rBI f ile i°c- 38374?- k> 


DECLASS 

OH jAz 


BY 


,4 ^ 


/'/* 


^ St 


&C . j* Reference is mode to nenorandum. of June Id, 1958, 
on tne captioned matter • 

There is enclosed for your further consider ation 
one cop y of the investigative report of Special Agent E 


b"/C 


T 


1 dated August 2Q* 1952, at New York, New York, entitled 
l et ale. Sedition, Internal Security - C, ft 
It is requested that you advise whether or not 
you feel the facts developed cciwttfiwie a violation of the 
Sedition Statutes and if further investigation is warrantedm 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


NEW YORK 


PC/EJC 


lyrmM 




\H 


*+. V, 






MPORTMAnEAT 

NEW YORK 


DATS WHEN 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

REPORT MADE BY 


, made 

8/28/52 

6/3.5,19,23,30 
7/28; 8/13, 22/5 

* 

9 

2 


b7C 


J2l 


hlC 

ET AL 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS) 


Lai 


T 




1' ^ 



Confidential informant advises that 
Leader News Company, NYC, distributes 
subject comic books directly to news 
dealers throughout the US, Honolulu, 
and the Philippine Islands in bulk. 

He stated there is no personal 
mailing list or subscription list 
f* r ‘ emanating from the Leader News 

Company. All writing, editing, 

^ 1 and art work is done at subject 

r y firm's offices at Z2$ Lafayette 

Street, NYC, and the printing is 
completed at the Clement Company, 
Buffalo, NY. Information prov ided 
by Confidential Informant | | set 

forth. No record for subjects 
at BSSI , BCI of NYC PD. Credit 



S' 



Bureau records reflect [ 


1 


] 


Elections records on subjenjJ 
reflect no registration at | 

| | Confidential informants 

familiar with Communist activities 
in NYC advised subjects are unknown 
to them. W) 


NY. Board of. 


J 


v 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED 




ft»3 
t 3 Ti VS/ 


SuiaJJk 






Spwciai. A«knt 

IN CHAROC 


At* copies op^hisrkport 

^/fur*au (100-383747) 

T * 

3 New York t 14" 3&6) 


(RM)| 


^ ' 


IN THESE SPACES 


tttvj REcoRD ^t, 


- i&m* 

DEC 1C 


!9» 


PROPERTY OF FBl-THIS CON 
AGENCY TO 



ENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED 





FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 


V„ _ 'J - . 


TV u # ,ovai(i»EHT miHriHa omct 

t i. Jl .i L* L. . *. 



I 


m r 14- 366 

DETAILS: 


Confidential Info man t | | of unknown reliability, 

advised tnat the Leader News Company, 114 East 47 Street, 

City ' is £ he distributor of "Two-Fisted Tales" and 
frontline Combat," comic books published by Eduaaiional 
Comics at 225_Lafayette Street, New York City, j Istated b D 
that the writing, editing, and art work is done 1 at 225 
Lafayette Street, A copy is then forwarded to the Clement 
Company, Buffalo, New York, which prints the books, 

I I further advised that the books are distributed 
by Leader News Company to all news dealers in the United 
States, and also to Honolulu and the Philippine Islands, In 
bulk lots. The books are sold on consignment and those that b2 
are not sold are returned to Leader News Company. I I stated h ? 
that these books are best sellers and very few of them are 
returned. The informant further advised that the Leader News 
Company does not handle any personal subscriptions, and, if 
this is done, it is handled through 225 Lafayette Street. 

The informant stated that about 300,000 copies are 
handled each month for each comic book, and added that a new 
book entitled "Mad" is due to come out in September with a 
printing of 400*000 copies. ( 2 ^-) 


The informant stated t] 
owner of Educational Comi cs and T 
the informant believes is I \ ; 


WILLIAM GAINES is the 

I (whose true name b 
the general manager, Clh) 
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b2 
b'7 C 
b7E 


I W *) 

Confidential Informant ! I advised that he had no 
knowledge of WILLIAM M. GAINES. \IL ) 


Hie records of the Bureau of Special Services and 
Investigation and the Bureau of Criminal" Identific ation. 

New York City Police Department, as reviewed by SA| 

I H re; flected no record for the subjects. 1 

Hecords of the Board of Elections, City of 
York, Bor ough of Manhattan, as nevl ftWAtfrCPW I 

I I reflected no record fori I b7C 

| | New York City. iU) 1 1 


Records . of the Credl t 0 f Greater New York, 

I refl ect that in a report 


as reviewed by SS | 
dated December 14, 1951.1 


the report. 


J No further information was listed in 


? 


b 7 C 


Confidential Informants! \ b2 

all of known reliability, who are Tamil iar with Communist J b7 
activities in the New York City area, advised that the subjects 
were unknown to them. CIL) 


P 


JO* 
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b / C 

Instant 

report 



] Instant 
report b7C 


b 

b 


6 / 19/52 

6/19/52 

6 / 19/52 

6/19/52 

6 / 19/52 

6/19/52 

6/ 19/52 

6/19/52 

6/19/52 

6/19/52 


Instant 

report 


Instant 

report 


Instant b7C 
report 


Instant 

report 


Instant 

report 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd.) 


DEAD 

NEW YORK 


At New York» New York 

Will continue to develop all available background 
information on the individuals connected with subject publica- 
tions. 

REFERENCE 


Report of SA[ 


]New York, 6/4/52. 




100-38374? 
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b' 


■tolio 


-Dote/ 

Tor 


From: 


b' 


September 16, 1933 

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3 
-Department of the Army j,/ 

The Pentagon j 

Washington 25, D* C% ' 

Attention: Chief, Security Division 

,, 

(par Hoover, Director 
frar*1*w eau of Investigation 


-// 


/ 


> 0 



Subjectrl 


] et al». 


.FABLES COMPANY, IMC* , 
TIFT TOTS, INC. 

225 Lafayette Street 
HSM Zork, Hem York 

SEDITIOn 

INTERNAL S scan ITT - C 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNClASSIFIEDf 

t fr3/4%}/j<nr 

# 3,7" ‘ 


Reference is made to my memorandum of 
in the captioned matter. 


VfM &S>*vjcL . ^ 

June 18, 1952, F* 7 ' 1 


There is enclosed for your i nf or na tion one co 



of the investigative report of Special Agent 

I I da ted 4 upas t 38, 1958, at Hew York, Hew York • en ^^^ed 


En cl 


et alt. Sedition, Internal tSe cur i 


v 


S&39 


RVCrrdm 
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[SEP 18 1952 


•nal /Security,.- C. 
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Ojfkf Memorandum • united states government 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI ( 100-3*3747 ) t 

W 

SAC, New York (l4~366i CrAI 


DATE. 9/29/52 


et al 



SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY 


by SA|_ 
matter* 



Classified by 
Declassify pi 





'Lhq 


. are five copies of New York report 
dated 9/29/52 in the above captioned 


It will be noted that in a letter from WFO tjgj.ro} 

NY, 11/5/45# in the case ent itled JSODAC, NYC, IS-Qmw York 
report 100-24-954# the fo llow ing information was supolied j-2 
by Confidential Informant ! | whose identity is known to the 
’Bureau, This letter stateTthat due to the highly conf IdentL;/ 
nature of the informant's services, the contents of the 
JLetter must not under any circumstances be disclosed to any 
person outside the Bureau, 4^4 faj 





3H 

u 

ui as 
o o 


It will be further noted that 


/ > Inasmuch as the WFO advised extreme caution be 

) exercised regarding the identity of Confidential Informant 
a/ I I this information was not included in the details of the 
pnolosed report* 

* 


'• ^DEfeD • 38 


REGISTERED MAIL Mp r ' ™ 

jal t--— 'TION CONTAINS* 

F ~ — Vr ^CLASSIFIED 1 

E^Cl'IT LiERE SHOWN , , / * Xi ** 

OXKERwJde. \ 

WMP I A VS / ' 1 ttrf, ^ 

67 OCT 2 11952'^' " ' 




It-'A 


NTIAL. 


& 


Letter to Director 
wy 14-366 v , 

jATida'.k/i# a 

Also attachea are t-the lf/11 

f rom (~ 

NYC , who requested that hia^^te^e b 




owing comic books receiv ed 

{bb) b7D 


kept confidential 


^T^ontline Combat" January-February, 19^3 issue, 
published by Tiny Tots Comics, Inc., 225 Lafayette 
Street, NYC * (JH) 


"■Wfo Fisted Tales" September-October, 
publishedT by Fables Publishing Company 
Lafayette Street, NYC* 


1952 issue, 
, Inc., 225 


October-November, 19^2 Issue, oublished by 
Educational Comics, Inc*, 225 Lafayette Street, NYC 



The comic boo k entitled "Man" wa s referred to in 
New York report of SA l I dated August 28, b/C 

19512 in the above captionea matter and was believed at that 
time to deal with the horrors of war. (£t) 


No further investigation will be conducted In this 
case pending a decision by the Department of Justice as to 
whether these comic books constitute a violation of the 
Sedition statutes, unless otherwise advised by the Bureau. ^ f/U 




NY 14-366 


b2 

b'7C 

b7D 


INFORMANT 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Date of Activity 
Identity of or description 
Source of information 


Agent who 
Date received Information 
Received 


File 

Number 

where 



9/9/52 

9/9/52 1 


| Instant 




b7C 

File 


LEAD 

NEW YORK : 

At New York, New York: 

Will await the opinion of the Department of 
Justice as to whether these comic books constitue a vio- 
lation of the Sedition statutes. 


REFERENCE: 


New York report of SA 


] 3/28/52. 


b 7 c 


- k - 


SAC* Hew York 04-366) 


Director, FBI (100-363747) _< 


et *1. 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



Ootober 13, 1952 


6A r 




RaffiEftnqe la made to the report of Special Agent 

|made at Hew York dated August 2fc i # 1952* 

s 

Tiier# are enclosed for your information two copies 
of a memorandum fr om the Criminal My lalo^ Department of 
Justice* captioned | l et al«* Fables Company* 

Ino. # Tiny Tots, Inc.* Lafayette Street* New York* Hew 
York* Sedition, Internal Security - C, M relating to this 
matter* 


York* S#( 
mattery 

Enoloajur* 


RWCrdhm 


all INFORMATION CONTAINED 

i Vf/i* 


, A OCT 1 3 1852 


. CURITT INFORMATION --*** WN T JAh 


Assistant Attorney General Charles B, Murray 
Criminal Division 


October 14, 1953 


Director , FBI 


I et al 

TABLES COMPANY. INC . 

vtlNf TOTS ; INC. 

235 Lafayette Street 
New fork . New To rk 
SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


MCLASSmflD BY, 

OH 




Seferenoe ie made to my memorandum of September 
16, 1952, in the captioned matter • 

There ie enclosed for your further consideration 
one aanu nfi the investigative report of Special Agent 

Ifirttffri Sent ember 29, 1952, at New York, 

entitles | I et al? Sedition / Internal 

Security - c» 


it ion? Internal 




RECORDED - 66 


0C1|I« 1-952 
137 


SECURITY INFORMATION . 


RWC: rep;hes "i 


Sag'S 


* %\ 

* *. 


Jlocr 


I 

- t * 
£ * 


' •’ ! 


7I<WV#4S5? 


'VCUFUTT IXrORHATXQX •«**** J rf W Kftfc fl 


JDattf / 


from* 


Subject* 


October 14, 2933 r , 

u„ /. /* ? 7 

Affffiff iani Cft iff/ 0 / *ffta// # £-£ * * » 

Department of the Army 
The pentagon 
Washington 33, Dm Cm 

Attention* Chief, Security Division 

John Sdgar Soever, Director 
federal Bureau of Investigation 


■J | et ai 

.FABLb'ti COM PANT, IRC * 
®TI#r TOTS, INC • 

235 Lafayette Street 
Sew Tor*, Sew Tory 
SEDITION 

INThRNAL SECURITY - C 


p.1 1 


DECLASS 
O N ; 

n-hhi 


[Ed ay. 


Reference ie made to my memorandum of September 
16, 1958, in the captioned matter • 


rrtrni 

LVfff 


entitled |_ 
Security * 


RWt; rep:hes 


There is enclosed for your further consideration 
if the in vestigative report of Special Age St ^ 
\dated Sept ember 39, 1958, at Sew fork, 
let elf Sedtttoni Internal 


RECORD 


X~Mr 

,0C1 1161352 
,137 




alxtiw 

mznt 

D4CTI * 
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VTANMKD FORM NO 64 


... S^TIAl 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


..a yJti “ 4 jJ. 



FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (100-383747) 

SAC, New York (14-366) 

b' 7 C Cl . 

I I e t al 

SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


*°Nrt^NTlAl; 

' DATE: 3/10/53 




ALL TflFdJ 
HERIT-t t* 

irrsfi 


VL rOHT-UHED 
urTriiSDEXCEP 1 
K OTHERWISE# 


Reference is made to a letter* to the Bureau from 
CHARLES B. MURRAY, Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division 
dated 10/7/52 which states that the domic books publishea by 
subject Corporation were being considered with comic books 
published at 350 5th Avenue, New York City for violation of the 
sedition statute# <XX J ) 

By letter dated 1/13/53 to the Bureau from CHARLES B. 
MURRAY, Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division captioned 
"MAN” comic book* Published by .Newsstand Publications Inc., 
Sedition; Internal Security - C; Burea u file 14-2656, the 
Department advised that prosecution off I 


J cannot be 


b"?C 


undertaken under^the Sedition statutes* Thlu^ letter further 
requested investigation of nine individuals who are believed to 
be artists and writers for "MAN " comic books# 

It is requested that the Bureau ascertain from the 
Department whether or not the subject comic cooks were considered 
along with "MAN" comics or whether they were separately examined 


and If so what conclusions It has come to concerning the subject 








OADft £* 
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CLASSIFIER y98»p|< 

DECUSSIFWN725TP 

‘ fri.'Wt \ 
R Ec &r»£$. 8g 

WD£X£0-88 


1 - New York l4 _ 363 



'0 /kM 


y. 


-/A/ 


!» 


MAR 12 1953 



(14*366) 


March 24# 1953 


b'7C 


ALL IHFOR-T 
H^STS fS ’ 

¥T* - ' r:icw} 


Tolson . 

Lid it 

Nichols _ 
Belmant- 
Cleg* — 
(jlavin _ 

Hirbo 

Rotten 


Tricy 

Laufthlin _ 
Mohr. 


•imerrowd 

Tele Rm 

Holloman 

Gandy 


SAC, !•« York (llt-366) 

Dli*»otor, FBI (100-3^3747) 
KtOO^^ ~ 1 

I »t al 





iy 


UAlTK^IIMOa 


T 


sboitiob 

iirrsRHAi sscupiw - c 


J. 


Reurlet doted March 10* 1953* (jZlJ 



The Criminal Division* Department of Justice* 
as reflected In Its memorandum of October 7* 1952# is 
conducting a comparative study of tine condo books oon- 
earned in the captioned Investigation with those 
Involved in the Investigation entitled n ’Man 1 Comic 
Book Published by newsstand Publications* Inc. # sedition* 
Internal security - C*" your file 14*363# Ho determination* 
therefore* will be made by the Department concerning the 
captioned comic hooka until the Investigation requested 
by your office In Bureau letter to the Assistant Attorney 
General* Criminal Division* Department of justice* dated 
January 27* 1953# captioned "'Man* Comic Book Published 
by newsstand Publications* Inc.* Sedition* Internal 
Security * Ct n has been completed. OJyO 5 ) 

The results of the additional investigation 
requested in the above- went loned letter to the Criminal 
Division dated January 2?* 1953# should be furnished as 
soon as possible In order that these two matters may be 
brought to a logical conclusion* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


formXo. 1 

This case originated at 


CONFij^TIAL 


NEW YORK 


TJD 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN 
MADE 


NEW YORK 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


REPORT MADE BY 


12/30 /$B 12/22/53 


b'7C 


CHARACTER OF CASK 


b' 


Kb t ai 



All AJUJ 

BY wStwww 


SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY 


^ £ >t . i t fff . station con t ain s? 


SYNOPSIS OF FACT 


« i ^ <77 ’ Nerei-vy/ classified 

%: ^ 3rW>r^-i -H-rr ' ' " oiaSfr" s ‘ i0ra 

Department"" of Justices advised on 12/9/53 that a raijlaw of 
reports and comic books in Instant matter does not disclose 
that the subjects of the Investigation had the required 
specific intent towards the acts prescribed by law and 
that in the absence of proof beyond a reasonable doubt of 
such specific intent on their part prosecution under the 
sedition statute is not warranted* 

wnk^i 1 — ■ ° • ja$ISS£ 

DETAILS At New York* New York 


/& 




^jOTT'ES 


destroyed 

n n\i 1 IX 1 


The DepfFtraent of Justice advised on December 9# 
1953 that 30 comic b ooks which were published in 
TQ^g h v | 1 1} companies | 


l were studied ana analysed by the _ 

criminal Division in conjunction with Bureau reports which b/C 
were submitted concerning! f as well as the 

editor of the comic books, and numerous other individuals 
whose stories and illustrations appeared in the comic books* 

The Department stated that this review has 
failed to disclose any evidence that the subjecta of the 
investigation had the required specific intent towar> 
acts prescribed by Section 2387 and 2388 of Title 18, 


.9N y 

* the / 


2Z2 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED 


Special. Agent 
in Charge 
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In the 
of such specific 
that prosecution 


absence of proof beyond a reasonable doubt 
Intent on their part, the Department advised 
under the sedition statute is not warranted* 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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b' 


Report of SA | 1 12/2/53. New York. 

Department letter to the Bureau, 12/9/53 • 

Bureau letter to New York, 12/15/53. 


tc 
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Assistant Attorney General! Warren Olney III 
Criminal Division 


January 7, 195*+ 


b' 


Director, FBI 







ot & 1 

TABLES COMPANY INCORPORATED 

O TINY TOTS INCORPORATED ,,, ,1FOK!"TION CONWNtD 

ss; ^ . c K&ssr 

a r ^?sss3^? M " 4 Dro 

Reference is made to the memorandum from the 
Criminal Division dated October 7, 19?2. 

It is requested that yon advise whether the 
facts in this matter constitute a violation of the 
Sedition Statutes. 
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STANDARD FORM NO 64 


Office ~ idum • UNITED GOVERNMENT 



Director, FBI (100*383717) 
SAC, New York (lli-366) 




DATE. 1A8/5& 


A 

y j 


SUBJECT: [ 


] 


et al 


b / ■ 


V 


FABLES COMPANY, INCORPORATED 
TINY TOTS COMICS, INCORPORATED*^! 
SEDITION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Rebulet to Department, 1/7/5U* \JJL) 




Clsssiiied 

t , Declassi 

/2/7/b 




/* 

%mjM£ 

■nano T * 

P37'ft{3l 


Referenced letter requested that the Department advise whether the 
facts in this matter constitute a violation of the sedition statute. 

A Department letter to the Bureau dated 10/?/52 advised that the captioned 
comic books were being considered ^pfeethir with numerous otte r comic books 
published at 350 5th Avenue, New York City, and that a comparative study was being 
made of all the comic books submitted* 

It is noted that the comic books published at 350 5th Avenue* New York City, 
refer to the investigation in New York file ll*-366, Bufile lli-28$6 captioned, 

"MAN” COMIC BOOK PUBLISHED BY NEWSSTAND PUBLICATIONS. INC., 270 PARK AVENUE, NEW 
YORK 17, N.Y." SEDITION INTERNAL SECURITY - C. ('Jlj 

Co n December 9* 1953 the Department advised that a review of comic books 
in reports mbtaitted reflected tha t prosecution under the sedition statute was not 
warranteaWJftArae assumed by the New York Office that this opinion included the 
comic books in captione d matter and theref ore, a closing report was submitted on 
December 30, 1953 by SA | | at New York, reflecting the decision of 

the Department* .... 

J3 / L- 

In the event the Department desires further investigation in this matter, 
this case will be reopened* Until such time as a decision is rendered by the 
Department, the New York Office will continue to keep the pApttdned matter in a 
closed status UACB. £££) 


iS£U»« 

■ii£y.-RL-» 


XLASSIH 

DECLASSI 

Jo*.**? 



ALL KLSWRMAtION CONTAINER 
HEFPIN yi ^CLASSIFIES 
EXCEPT MERE SHOWg 
OTHER Wisl 


'SSSSS^ 


95 jjc 'jss 7# 7- (S 


JAN 19 1954 


KWPjCDB 


) 5 JAN 251954 


3 ^ vmf 
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UNITED STATES CO\m JVMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


Mr. Wick 


Mi 'A. j Jones 


hatl 4-24-67 

$•> 


SUBJECT 


oecussifieo er 

ON . 





PLAYBOY MAGAZlfJE T 

MAY, 1967, ISSUE . . 

"LITTLE ANNIE FANNY" COLUMN 

P Tho current issue of "Playboy” magazine includes a 

comic strip entitled "Little Annie Fanny" written by a Harvey Kurtzman 
and Will Elder. The "plot" of the story relates to the kidnaping in 
Nevada of a nuclear physicist by foreign spies. A squad of FBI Agents 
| led by "The Chief" (obviously referring to the Director) investigates the 
j kidnaping with the help of "Little Annie Fanny. " (Pages 201 - 205) QL) 

This highly satirical strip attempts to poke fun at the 
Director and the Bureau's well-established reputation for loyalty, 
patriotism and high moral behavior. Its ridiculous exaggerations 
indirectly compliment the character and ideals of the FBI. Typical of 
i'~ Uco ^ e £ e humor" tone of irreverence so flagrant m this article 

1S the gross disrespect shown for the American flag. [TJD 

'To qS Recognizing the notoriously low caliber of the whole 

Vs "Playboy" publication and its staff, this attempt to belittle the Bureau 
can m effect be considered an unintended compliment. Qu 

5 9f . Bufile 100-383747 indicates that | ""| 
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extremely graphic scenes of battle and horrors of war, and depicted the 
behavior of U. S. military personnel as so brutal and blood thirsty that 
they appeared to border upon sedition. Results of a Bureau investigation 
at that time were referred to the Department which decided that while 
the stories "appeared to be unnecessarily graphic m depicting battle 
scenes and the horrors of war, they could not be construed as advising 
counseling or urging insubordination, dislovalWmmutiny or refusal 
of cuty by any member of of the U. S. . . " 
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ailed to indicate any direct involvement in subversive 
activities (but did reflect thatP 
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The balance of the May issue of "Playboy" contains 
numerous photographs and sketches of nude or semi-nude women but no 
other pertinent references to the Director or the FBI. (JJl ) 

In new of the known hostility and well-established low 
character of this publication, there would appear to be no advantage to the 
Bureau m protesting the "Little Annie Fanny" column m "Playboy" 
magazine, any acknowledgement from the Bureau merely conveying an 
air of dignity which is completely nonexistent with this publication. (7l?J 
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